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Comparison of Safety Attitude and Safety Behavior
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Abstract

The use of safety helmet for motorcyclists in Thailand

tends to increase each year. The increase in helmet use is a
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result of enforcement, safety campaign, and the awareness of
loss of motorcycle accident.  Preliminary statistics showed
that the rate of helmet use is relatively high at which the
enforcement is strictly controlled, but the rate of helmet use is
dropped significantly where the control is soft. The question is
why the helmet use has not become the safety value among
motorcyclists in Thailand. This research investigates the safety
attitude and safety behavior on the helmet use of
motorcyclists, and evaluates the relationship between the
attitude and behavior to the helmet use. This study focuses on
the motorcyclists in university campuses. University campuses
in regional provinces, such as Chiang Mai, are the major
motorcycle trip generator and attractor, and university
students/staff are the group with high risk of accident. The
study conducts the field observation, the questionnaire survey,
and the informal meeting with motorcycle users in order to
gather their behavior, attitude, belief and opinion on the
helmet use. The study revealed that the motorcyclists are
unaware of the significance of helmet uses. They believe that
wearing helmets are to avoid violating helmet law rather than
to avoid road accidents. People regard that the use of safety
helmet is an individual issue, yet a social issue. They would
like to see their friends and relations to wear the safety
helmet, but disregard the others who are not wearing. In
addition, the safety helmet campaigns are being accepted for
most people in the society. This comparative study between
safety attitude and safety behavior is the foremost research to
examine the root of the motorcyclists’ risk behavior and can
be applicable to develop the strategic and action plans on

road safety.
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